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Welcome back to Footnotes
Rusalka is much more than
just a group of enthusiastic and
dedicated dancers. It is a community
made up of past, present, and future
dancers, supporters, volunteers,
families, and friends.
Throughout Rusalka’s history,
Footnotes has been a way to bring
the Ensemble’s community together.
Now more than ever, digital
communication is how we stay
connected.
Our goal with Footnotes is to make
sure everyone who has ties with
Rusalka — whether it be big or small
— feels part of our community.
The events of this past year prove Rusalka’s community is strong.
Despite the obstacles brought on by the pandemic, Rusalka pivoted and continued to work
towards our mission statement, to “wear our boots proudly, for they represent our past and
present…” and whatever the future may hold.
We are excited to show you how we continue to overcome the challenges of the pandemic
through a video production at our virtual Rusalka Open House in early 2021. Stay tuned for
more information in the coming months.
As we look forward, we are eager to share the stories, successes, and initiatives of Rusalka’s
community with all of you on a quarterly basis through Footnotes.

W hat’s new with R usalka

Dancing Together: Rusalka and
Kalyna
On December 6, Rusalka dancers had the
opportunity to participate in a virtual meetand-greet with the Kalyna Performing
Arts Company and representatives from
UNF National, UNF Toronto, and UNF
Winnipeg. We enjoyed getting to know one
another and look forward to strengthening
our friendship and working towards
collaborative opportunities.

Rusalka AGM
Tuesday, March 30, 2021
7:00 p.m.
Rusalka Virtual Open House
Winter 2021

Welcome Dmitri
We are excited to welcome Mr. Dmitri Dovgoselets to the
Rusalka Artistic Team as Lead Interim Instructor. Born in
Kyiv, Ukraine, Mr. Dovgoselets trained at The National Ballet
School of Ukraine in Kyiv. Following graduation in 1996 he
joined The National Ballet of Ukraine, where he danced for
two seasons. He toured Canada with The National Ballet of
Ukraine and Shumka Ukrainian Dancers before joining the
Royal Winnipeg Ballet as an Apprentice in 1998. He was
promoted to Soloist in 2005 and Principal Dancer in 2015
until his most recent retirement in March of 2020. 

We are privileged to have Mr. Dovgoselets share his
expertise, talent, and passion with our organization.

Board o f Directors

Give the gift of holiday spirit this
Christmas season with our festive
floral centerpiece
Make your order through the Rusalka online
store before December 17. Arrangements
selling for $55 each. Offering curbside pickup and delivery on December 21st and 22nd.
Thank you Sabyna Sawka and Petals by S&A
for these beautiful creations. We only have
50 available, place your order today.

Rusalka Board of Directors
Laryssa Semchyshyn - Chair
Fred Mazepa - Co-Treasurer
Antin Stowell - Co-Treasurer
Shelley Karpa - Secretary
Jay Knysh - Fundraising Representative
Christine Preachuk - Technical Director/
Management Committee Member
Ken Nazeravich - Management Committee
Member
Lynda Thompson - Alumni Representative
Kathryn Kuzyk - Member Liaison

Whether you are a ticket holder,
subscriber to our newsletter, corporate
sponsor, or a volunteer behind the scenes,
you — our audience — are essential to
us. As integral members of our Rusalka
community, we recognize and celebrate your
participation and contribution in assisting
us define the reasons for what we do, and
why and how we do it.
As our lives shifted from what we know as
normal, Rusalka has shown its strength and
perseverance to continue. The new team of
board members honor and respect where
Rusalka has come from and recognize the
privilege they have to guide it into a bright
and beautiful future.
Although currently apart, the value and
importance of staying connected and
nurturing the relationships with the
ensemble, school of dance, alumni, and
Ukrainian National Federation remains
prominent.
We salute Rusalka’s incredible team of
talented dancers and faculty that are
admirably continuing to share their passion
for celebrating the art of Ukrainian folk
dance. They have shown tremendous
resilience, dedication, and determination
while keeping their hearts full of hope and
optimism for the day that they will have
their audience before them once again.
With you as our audience, our existence has
purpose, meaning, a destination, opportunity,
and a future. You give Rusalka life. A reason
to be, to continue, to stay together, and
dance the story that is Rusalka!
Thank you for being part of this incredible
dance family.
Laryssa Semchyshyn
Chair, Rusalka Board of Directors

Alumni & Friends
The Alumni & Friends
Committee is thrilled to work with
the Board of Directors to strengthen
the relationship between Rusalka’s
alumni and ensemble.
Our goal is to encourage contact
between Rusalka’s alumni and to
support the Ensemble’s ongoing
endeavours.
Thank you Myron Tarasiuk for your
continued efforts in preserving and
organizing our precious archives
at Oseredok Ukrainian Cultural and Educational Centre and to all of the volunteers who
helped organize the Gardaroba this past fall.
We look forward to growing the Alumni & Friends community and organizing fun and safe
events in the coming months.
Lynda Thompson (nee Stokotelny)
Rusalka Alumni Representative, Alumni & Friends

Get your dance boots ready and join the
Ensemble members for a virtual holidaythemed dance class.
RSVP to alumni@rusalka.mb.ca by
December 18, 2020 to receive the Zoom
link.
Don’t forget to wear your favourite Rusalka
merch and/or holiday gear. We look forward
to sharing our virtual dance floor and
spending some time chatting with you all
after class!

Alumni & Friends Committee
Members

Hop! Shoop! Budmo! Virtual Trivia Night
Friday, January 29, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Join your fellow alumni for a fun night of
quizzes, games, and more! More information
to come.
Rusalka Golf Tournament
Friday, July 16, 2021
Larters at St. Andrews Golf & Country Club

Lynda Thompson – Rusalka Alumni
Representative
Jay Knysh – Rusalka Fundraising Chair
Julie Radchuk
Deb Capek
Jarvis Yasinki
Merv & Barb Pichlyk
Christine Hur
Stacey Kutzak
Anne Zurowsky
Stephen Maruschak
Lorraine Orysia Mischuk
Janet Paterson
Ivanka Waplak
Interested in becoming an Alumni & Friends
committee member? Contact Lynda at
alumni@rusalka.mb.ca for more information.
Connect with your fellow Rusalka alumni by
joining our Facebook Group “Rusalka Alumni
– Winnipeg”.

Rusalka UNF School of Dance
2020 has been a year
of change, challenge, and
creativity. Throughout the
spring and summer months,
we worked with the Rusalka
Board of Directors to create
a safe re-entry plan for our
students. In October, we
welcomed 40 students to a
covid-safe dance environment
with each dancer having his/
her own dance pod. We were
happy to welcome back our
returning families and excited
to meet some new ones as
well.
When the province
implemented further pandemic restrictions
for Winnipeg in December, we were sad to
say goodbye to our in-person classes and
moved to online learning. I want to say a
big congratulations to all of the dancers
and instructors for creating a seamless
transition and making sure we never missed
a beat.
As we look forward to 2021, we are thankful
for our dancers and their families, dance
instructors, and the Rusalka Board and
dancers for their support and guidance
as we’ve all worked together to navigate
through 2020.
Chelsea Perrault
Co-Director, Rusalka UNF School of Dance

Rusalka UNF School of Dance Faculty
Chelsea Perrault - Co-Director
Jason Sliva - Co-Director/Instructor
Oksana Preachuk - Instructor
Brett Odaisky - Instructor
Mikayla Knysh - Instructor
Marta Tkaczyk - Instructor
Katie Swarchuk - Instructor
Capri Derenchuk - Instructor
Rachel Mickall - Assistant Instructor
Like and follow Rusalka UNF School of Dance
on Facebook.

Highlights from the Fall 2020 dance season

Kicking-off the year with a joint outdoor rehearsal between Rusalka and Jr. Rusalka

Halloween-themed dance class

Welcoming Rusalka Dancers to
our virtual classes in November
to share their knowledge,
experiences, and stories with our
students

Happy Holidays from
Rusalka

Row 1: Laryssa Yakimoski, Scott Yakimoski, Jackson Garrick, Oksana Preachuk, Zach Preachuk, Markian
Maximiuk
Row 2: Nicholas Sawka, Megan Fry, Alexander Karpa, Orycia Karpa, Brittany Serebnitski, Alexander
Serebnitski, Alexander Hryndzio
Row 3: Alexa Yasinski, Janelle Pashko, Brett Odaisky, Mikayla Knysh, Angelica Malo
Row 4: Capri Derenchuk, Dylan Turchyn, Leanne Koroscil, Kathryn Kuzyk, Luke Savard
Row 5: Nadia Medynska, Katelyn Turchyn, Lily Medynska, Matthew Pichlyk, Teeson Thompson

