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What’s new with Rusalka

Rusalka’s Virtual Open House 2021

On February 15, we premiered our short film Stronger Together: Dancing Through the 
Pandemic on our YouTube channel. Although we were unable to get together in-person, 
we still wanted to keep our tradition of bringing the Rusalka community together at our 
annual Open House. 

The video shows how Rusalka 
has adapted and continues to 
move forward through these 
unprecedented times. 

If you were unable to watch the 
live premiere, we encourage you to 
watch the video on our YouTube 
channel.

Dancing Together: Rusalka and 
Kalyna

On February 28, Rusalka dancers had the 
opportunity to participate in a virtual dance 
class with the Kalyna Performing Arts 
Company led by their artistic director Mr. 
Stefan Kuziw. We enjoyed learning a few 
combinations from their repertoire and look 
forward to strengthening our friendship 
and working towards collaborative 
opportunities.

The Garderoba Project

Rusalka’s spring cleaning started a little 
early this year with a full weekend of 
organizing the costume inventory. Our 
Garderoba was treated to some TLC by a 
group of enthusiastic volunteers.

Thank you to Irka Wilson, Ivanka Waplak, 
Christine Hur, Julie Radchuk, Barb Pichlyk, 
Kathryn Kuzyk, Brittany Serebnitski, and 
a few board representatives who joined 
forces to transform this important space. 
The Garderoba Committee was created to 
continue to preserve, maintain, and care for 
Rusalka’s treasures.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hgtHROjY8nk


Become a Monthly Donor

Support Rusalka with a minimum $20 
monthly charitable donation through 
CanadaHelps. By becoming a member of the 
Friends of Rusalka 20 Club, your automatic 
monthly sponsorship will support Rusalka’s 
operational and artistic needs.

Rusalka needs people like you to provide 
a stable financial foundation for years to 
come.

To thank you for your ongoing support, 
Friends of Rusalka supporters will enjoy 
exclusive perks including a Rusalka-
branded gift of your choice and the 
opportunity to attend private rehearsals to 
see your financial support at work.

The spirit of Rusalka is strong because of 
donors like you. Start your membership in 
Friends of Rusalka 20 today.

Board of Directors

Rusalka’s Arkan

New to our online store is Rusalka’s Arkan 
Print by Shawna Balas. One hundred prints 
are available for a limited time from March 
1 until May 31, 2021. Be sure to get your 
print before they are gone! Visit our online 
store for more information.

Rusalka is turning 60

The planning is well underway for various 
events and festivities to celebrate Rusalka’s 
60th anniversary in 2022.

Thank you to our dedicated committee 
members for sharing their time and talent 
with us: Deborah Capek (co-chair), Julie 
Radchuk (co-chair), Anne Zurowsky (co-
chair), and Christine Hur (co-chair), Lorraine 
Mischuk, Barb Pichlyk, Carolyn Nazeravich, 
Peter Wasylyshyn, Lynda Thompson, Shelley 
Karpa, Christine Preachuk, Jay Knysh, and 
Laryssa Semchyshyn.

We welcome you to join our team to work 
towards what will be a memorable year of 
celebrations.

Contact chair@rusalka.mb.ca to be part of 
the excitement that is 60 years of Rusalka!      

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/
https://rusalka.mb.ca/support
https://shop.rusalka.mb.ca/collections/accessories/products/rusalkas-arkan-print-by-shawna-balas


Alumni & Friends

Get ready to join the Ensemble members 
for a virtual stretch and conditioning class 
led by Tara Birtwhistle  — former principal 
dancer and current Associate Artistic 
Director of Canada’s Royal Winnipeg Ballet. 

RSVP to alumni@rusalka.mb.ca by April 18, 
2021 to receive the Zoom link. 

Don’t forget to wear your favourite Rusalka 
merch. We look forward to sharing our 
virtual dance floor and spending some time 
chatting with you all after class.

To kick-off the holiday season, 
Rusalka Alumni joined the 
Ensemble for a holiday-themed 
virtual dance class. We were 
excited to see so many familiar 
faces with alumni joining 
us from as far as Vancouver, 
Arizona, and Australia. 

Rusalka’s interim instructor 
Dmitri Dovgoselets led the 
class with barre exercises and 
dance combinations. I’m sure 
more than a few of us were 
happy we could walk the next day!

This event was a great way to catch up with fellow alumni and meet the new faces of 
Rusalka. We look forward to more virtual rehearsals in the future. Hopefully all of this 
practicing will initiate an alumni dance group.

Stacey Kutzak
Alumni & Friends Committee



Show n Tell n Budmo
Friday, March 26, 2021 at 8:00 p.m. CST
Join your fellow alumni for a fun night 

of storytelling and reminiscing. RSVP to 
alumni@rusalka.mb.ca by March 21

POSTPONED - Rusalka Golf Tournament
The event originally scheduled for July 16, 
2021 has been postponed to a later date. 

Stay tuned for more information.

Interested in becoming an Alumni & 
Friends committee member? Contact 

Lynda at alumni@rusalka.mb.ca for more 
information.

Hop, Shoop, Budmo Virtual Trivia Night Recap

The Hop, Shoop, Budmo Virtual Trivia Night on January 29, 2021 put everyone’s Rusalka 
knowledge to the test. 

53 alumni and current dancers 
were divided into six teams and 
answered questions ranging 
from “Where was Rusalka’s first 
International trip?” to “What is 
an RSG?” and “Name the most 
famous UNF Pub wall image”.

Thank you to our event 
committee — Anne Zurowsky 
(Chair), Merv Picklyk, Christine 
Hur, Julie Radchuk, Ivanka 
Waplak, and Lynda Thompson — 
for your creative ideas and hard work.

Congratulations to team Apocalyptic Arkan — Pat Kuzyk, Brittany and Alex Serebnitski, 
Janet Paterson, Stacey Kutzak, Oksana Preachuk, and Teeson Thompson — for winning 
trivia night.

This event was a great way for alumni to catch up, share stories, and re-live the good old 
days. Thank you to all of our participants. We look forward to seeing you at our next virtual 
event. 

Janet Paterson
Alumni & Friends Committee



Rusalka UNF School 
of Dance
After four months of 
virtual classes, we are 
happy to be back on the 
dance floor. Virtual 
dance classes were 
challenging, but the 
faculty, dancers, and 
their families worked 
together to continue 
the positive momentum 
we started in the fall. 

Despite the challenges 
of the pandemic, we 
still held two 
fundraisers – Mom’s 
Pantry in November 
and a Face Mask Sale. 
Both were successful, 
with our Mom’s Pantry fundraiser achieving the highest sales in the past three years. Thank 
you to everyone who supported our fundraisers.

As we look towards the last few months of classes, we hope to continue to build on 
the skills and dances we have been working on since October. The dancers have shown 
wonderful progress, and we are excited to see them progress even more now that we are 
back on the dance floor. 

A big thank you to our instructors Jason Sliva, Oksana Preachuk, Brett Odaisky, Mikayla 
Knysh, Marta Tkaczyk, Katie Skwarchuk, Capri Derenchuk, and Rachel Mickall for your 
flexibility, dedication, and positivity.

Chelsea Perrault
Co-Director, Rusalka UNF School of Dance



Thank you
Thank you to the Board of Directors for surprising the dancers 
with virtual Open House viewing party gift baskets. We are very 
appreciative for their dedication and hard work to ensure Rusalka 
thrives throughout the pandemic and for years to come. We are so 
lucky to have their support and leadership. 


